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HHV1SIONS TO CLAIMS 

1 Claim 1 (previously presented): A method for updating a user profile indicating preferences of a 

2 user, comprising executing the following operations in a data processing device: 

3 obtaining a third party selection history indicating items thai are selected hy at least one 
a third parly; 

s partitioning said third party selection history into clusters of items; 

6 receiving a selection from said user of at least one of said clusters; and 

7 updating said user profile with items from said at least one selected cluster. 

Claim 2 (previously presented): The method of Claim I , further comprising recommending 
items based on said user profile. 

Claim 3 (previously presented): The method of Claim 1, further comprising assigning a label \o 
each of said clusters. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The method of Claim 3, wherein said usem selects said at least 
one cluster based on said assigned labels. 

Claim 5 (previously presented): The method of Claim 1, wherein said partitioning further 
comprises employing a k-mcans clustering routine. 

Claim 6 (original): The method of Claim 1 , wherein said user profile indicates viewing 
preferences of said user. 
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RF-VIRTONS TO CLAIMS 

Claim 7 (original): The method of Claim 1, wherein said ilems are programs. 
Claim 8 (original): The method of Claim K wherein said items are content 
Claim 9 (original): The method of Claim 1 , wherein .said items are products. 

1 Claim 10 (currently amended): A method for recommending one or more available items to a 

2 user, comprising executing the following operations in a data processing device: 

3 providing a clustered third party selection history to a user, said selection history 

a indicating items that are selected by at least one third party, each of said clusters including 

5 similar items , the clusters bein ft such that points in one cluster arc cl oser to the mean of that. 

o cluster tha n to t he mean of any other cluster : 

7 receiving a selection from said user of at least one of said clusters; and 

8 recommending items based on said selected clusters. 

Claim 1 1 (original): The method of Claim 10, wherein each of said clusters have a label 
describing said cluster. 

Claim 1 2 (previously presented): The method of Claim 1 0, further comprising updating a user 
profile with items from said at least one selected cluster. 
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REVISIONS TO CLAIMS 

Claim 1 3 (original): The method of Claim 12, wherein said user profile indicates viewing 
preferences of said user. 

Claim 14 (original): I Tie method of Claim 10, wherein said ilems are programs. 

Claim 15 (original): The method of Claim 10, wherein said items arc content. 

Claim 16 (original): The method of Claim 1 0, wherein said items are products. 

i Claim 1 7 (currently amended): The method of Claim 10, wherein said providing further 

•i comprises: 

3 #_ obtaining a third patty selection history indicating items that arc selected by at least one 

i third party; and 

5 . - — partitioning said third party selection history into clusters ofilems, wherein partitioning 

6 includes: 

7 o compu ti ng a symboli c mean of a clu st er using a mea n computation routine.; 

8 o assi gning a giv e n data point lo a cluster ba sed on the distance between the data point and 

y theme an of the c lus ter: and 

0 ranging ajjustcrin g performa nce assessme nt to determi n e when a pre defined stopping 

1 criteri on for crea t ing cluster s has been sarisflecL 

1 Claim 1 8 (original): A system for updating a user profile indicating preferences of a user, 

2 comprising: 
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REVISIONS TO CLAIMS 

a memory Tor storing computer readable code; and 

a processor operalively coupled to said memory, said processor configured to: 
obtain a third party selection history indicating items lhat are selected by at least one third 

party; 

partition said third party selection history into dusters or items; 

8 receive a selection from said user of at least one of said clusters; and 

9 update said user profile with items from said at least one selected cluster. 

Claim 19 (currently amended): A system for recommending one or more available items to a 
user, comprising: 

a memory for storing computer readable code; and 

a processor operativcly coupled to said memory, said processor configured to: 
provide a clustered third party selection history to a user, said selection history indicating 
ilems that are selected by al least one third party, each of said clusters including similar items, 
th e clusters b cimisucJithat points in on e cluster arc c loser to the m ea n of that clus te r flan to the 

8 mean of any other clus tgi; 

9 receive a selection from said user of at least one of said clusters; and 

10 recommend items based on said selected clusters. 

1 claim 20 (original): An article uf manufacture for updating a user profile indicating preferences 

2 of a user, comprising: 

3 a computer readable medium having computer readable code means embodied thereon, 

4 said computer readable program code means comprising: 
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REVISIONS TO CLAIMS 
$ a step to obtain a third parly selection history indicating items that are selected by at least 

0 one third party; 

7 a step Lo partition said third party selection history into clusters of items; 

« a step to receive a selection from said user of at least one of said clusters; and 

9 a step to update said user profile with items from said at least one selected cluster. 

1 Claim 21 (currently amended): An article of manufacture recommending one or more available 
?. items lo a user, comprising: 

3 a computer readable medium having computer readable code means embodied thereon, 

4 said computer readable program code means comprising: 

5 a step to provide a clustered third party selection history to a user, said selection history 
rt indicating item* that are selected by at least one third party, each of said clusters including 

7 similar items, the clusters hci na s uch thai points in on e cluster are closer lo the mea n of that 

8 duster than to the mean of anv other cluste r; 

9 a step to receive a selection from said user of at least one of said clusters; and 

10 a step to recommend items based on said selected clusters, 
n 

Claim 22. (new) The method of claim 1, comprising weighting items from the user's own 
selection history more heavily than items from the third party selection history. 

Claim 23. (new) The system of claim 1 8, comprising weighting items from the user's own 
selection history more heavily lhan items from the third party selection history. 
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REVlSlOiNS TO CT.ATMS 

Claim 24. (new) The urLiclc of manufacture of claim 20, comprising weighting items from the 
user's own selection history more heavily than items from the third party selection history. 

Claim 25. (new) The method of claim 1 7, wherein partitioning comprises employing a value k 
Iot the number of clusters to create. 

Claim 26. (new) The method of claim 25, wherein k is determined dynamically during 
clustering. 

Claim 27. (new) 'ITie method of claim 17, wherein computing the symbolic mean comprises 
determining a value that minimizes the intra-cluster variance. 

Claim 28. (new) The method of claim 27, wherein computing the symbolic mean comprises 
iterating through symbolic attributes while determining the intra-chister variance. 

Claim 29. (new) The method of claim 27, wherein the items arc television programs and the 
intra-clusler variance is calculated based on feature values relating to the television programs. 

Claim 30. (new) The method of claim 2% wherein the intra-cluster variance is calculated based 
on multiple feature values for each feature. 

Claim 3 1 . (new) The method of claim 1 7, wherein distance is denned using a matrix derived 
statistically between all values of a feature using VDM techniques. 
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REVISIONS TO CLAIMS 

Claim 32. (new) The method of claim 17, wherein distance is defined using MVDM techniques. 

Claim 33. (new) The method of claim 17. wherein distance is defined in accordance with 
majority voting techniques. 
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